— 
DDD 


. ae nd — 7 . 


eligious betimes. 


of 2 8 


 //- A FUNERAL 


SER MO N 


\> Occaſion d py th 
DEAN 


Me Ms. Jeffery Ju ni or. : | 
© » PREACH'D = 
255 2. 171 9: 20; 
Publiſt d at the | 


Rt EQUEST of bis Surviving 


Relations. ©- BK 
| By NATH. LES. / 


- * 1 
1 _ b 
„„ 23 
4 
2 * 
1 
. = 


One dies in his full Strength, Job xx1. 22. 
Boaſt not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou hnoxeſt net Wi. 
what a Day may bring forth, Prov. xxvii. . - _ 
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Tit. many Civilities I have re- 
ceived from your Hands, have 
prevailed with. me, upon your 
preſſing Inſtances, to publiſh this Diſ- 
Suſe! and alſo to dedicate it to you, 
as a Token of my real Reſpec.. 
The dear Deceaſed was ſincerely and 
undiſguiſedly Religious and Vertuous 
while living; and ſo, tho your Loſs be 
great, his Gain by Death is infinitelß 
greater. His God and yours, who had 
the greateſt right to him, has taken him 
from you. Your Duty is, to be {till and 
Know that he is God, P/ 46. 10. 
May this Stroke be ſanctified to you 
all z and may you learn and diligently 
practiſe what ſuch. a trying Providence 
alls for from you. 
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"The Dedication. 


_ MA che beſt of Bleſſings deſcend 1 up- 
on you and yt and may vou a 
grow in Grace and in the Knowledge of 
Chrift our only. Lord, and at laſt, arrive 
op 7 as yo rh 
Forerunner, n 3 ou en- 
tred; is the arded —— of. 1 


in as Common Lord, 
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. proper for me to pronch from on this ſad Occaſion; 


* by a ſudden Stroke from Heaven; are things which God 


to fetch us home. 2 Cor. v. 1. 


OChanges, but by 
ſincerely relig ious; and ſuch of us as are youngby bear- 
ing it in our Youth, or being religious betimes 
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ai 3 
how young our dear 
SDS Friend and Brother was when Death-over« 
took him; and alſo, that he did hear the 
Toke in his Youth, or was religious be» 
times; this fix d my Thoughts on the 
Words beſore us, as being a Subject very 


hen, where, or how we may die; whether in our 
Beds, or up; or whether at home, or, as this young 


ou did abroad; or whether we ſhall have previous 
No 


tice given us of our Change by Sickneſs, or be cut off 


has been pleas'd to keep as Secrets from us. And fince 
we know neither the Place, nor Time, nor Manner 
of our leaving this World by Death, we. ſhould with 
the greateſt Care and Diligence endeavour to get ready 
for it; ſo that when theſe earthly Houſes of ours ſhall 
be difſoly'd by Death, we may have notbing-to do but to 
ſabmit. to his Stroke, as the Meſſenger of God ſent by him 


- 
- 


Now, what way can we get ready for this Change of 
: bearing the Yoke of Chriſt, -or being 


| N 
That the Prophet Jeremiah was the Penman of this 
Book of the Lamentations I find is generally allow'd; but 


the Occaſion of his Penning of it .is not ſo generally &. 


greed 


— 


. N i l 
6 A Funeral Sermon 
ho * Y | . * 


wrote it on the Occaſion 
| fa tu 17 Deſtructien of; Teru/a/gn td. th 
rune OT the NON were {lain, and the 
Kings, and Prophets, and Prieſts were carried Captives 
into Babylon, The Foundation of this their Opinion is 
that Paſſage in 2 Chrog, xxxv, 25. l read, that 

b, and the ſinging Men 
and ſing ing 4 ſhake of Joſiah in the Lamentations 


enquire into. Whoever reads this Book with wo 


greed to by Expoſitors. Some are of opinion; that he 
© © of the Death of good Ring 


- en eta mb yes a, ma 


on the Diath. f MF. John Jeffery. 1 
ere come upon them for their great Abom ina tions, and 
Ny promote their Repentance and Reforn tion, that ſo 
they might be deliver d from their Solent Milleries, and 

joy the Love of God once again. 
. the two Verſes preceding the T ext, yon have Pa- 
tience, lope, and Prayer recommended as great 
2 good Duties to be Aer them under 
their preſent Tryals. The Lord (ſays the Prophet) 
is good to them that wait for him, and to. the Soul — 
ſtoketh him It is good that a Man Gould beth bope, and 
ujetly wait for the Sal vat ion the ord : And now 
follow the ords before us; which 1. ſhall take leave 
to accommodate to young Perſons, as being ſuitable to 
the melancholy Occaſion of our meeting here this Day. 
It is good for a Man that he hear the Yoke in his Put. 
In freaking from theſe Words for your dolle (if God 


* 
1 * 
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Firſt, Shew you what we are here to underſtand. by 
Yoke,which the Prophet ſays, It is good for a Man to bear 
in his Youth. | ; 7 T7 "£33. IIS 

Secondly, What it is to bear this Yoke.; or, what is 


- 


/ jmply'd in this Phraſe of bearing the Yoke,. _ oo 

Thirdly, | ſhall ſhew you, How it is good for a Aan 

and that betimes, even in his Youth, to bear this Yoke, 
And then Laſtly, Shut up this Diſcourſe by way of Ex- 


hortation and Advice to you all » bit eſpecially to Young 
ones. N N Ache 


Firſt, 1 am to ſhew you, What we are here to under- 
ſtand by Yoke, which the Prophet ſays, Ie is good for 4 
Man to bear in his Youth, a. 1 

I need not tell you, that this is a Metaphor borrow d 
from an Inſtrument call'd a Yoke, which Men make uſe 
of, either to tame, or to work, or to puniſh, unruly, 
but uſeful Beaſts withal. There are (I conceive) two 
Things which we may underſtand, as the Meaning of 
nebst IL IIS 

As Ii, The Word of God, or his Will reveal'd in 
his holy Word, and onr Subjectſon and Obedience 


1 wa 
3 N | 2aly, 


8 A Fanerat Sm. 
_ 2dly, The Rod of God, or thoſe Tryals and Afflictions 1 
e are expos'd to, or may meet with in this World; : 
either for or from him. This latter ſeems principally to! 
be intended here; but the former may not be excluded; 
and therefore ſhall briefly diſcourſe of both of then. 
1. then, By this oke we may underſtand the Will off 
God reveal'd in his holy Word, and our Subjection or 
Obedience to it; and tis good for a Man that be bear 
this Toke in his Youth, INES | "1 
This we are call'd upon ( by our glorious R 
to take upon us, with a Promiſe annex'd to it, that Ve 
Hall find Reſt to our Souls, Matth. xi. 29. What is in other 
Places of Scripture call'd The way of Righteouſneſs, and of 
Holineſs, and the Precepts of God, and the Commandments 
of Chrift our High Prieft and Lawgiver, Prov, xii. 28. 
jah xxxv. 8. John xiv. 21. is here (in the Text) ſtyl'd 
a Toke. And here I ſhall briefly ſhew you, why the Pre- 
cepts of God, and the Commands of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt bear this Character. And . 
1. They may be call'd 4 Yoke upon our account, who 
axe to be obedient to them. We are ſo depraved and 
corrupted by Sin, that that which otherwiſe would have 
been no more than a Law to us, as eaſy as it was na- { 
taral and neceſſary, binding and directing us to | 


our Duty; is now become a Yoke, and a trouble- 
ſome one too. To ſuch Perſons as are yet in a State, and 
live in a Conrſe of Sh, it is a very heavy Yoke, a Yoke * 
which they cannot bear. God's Law or Word is too holy, 
ure, and ſtrict for them to obſerve, and be guided by. E 
St. Paul tells us, That the carnal Mind is Enmity agamſt 
God, Rom. viii. 7. it it not ſubjett to the Law of Go; 
neither indeed as ſuch can it be, There is no Suitable- | 
neſs in unconverted Sinners to God's Word; and there- - =} 
fore (in the Precepts and Directions of it) it is to them 
a Yoke which they cannot bear, nor ſubject themſelves >| 
to; it forbids ind condemns all their Sins, and ſenſual.” 
- Pleaſures, ( which they love as their Lives) and requires 
them to be lorry for, aud repent of their Vices and Follies, » 


to deny themſelves, to mortify the Deeds of the Body; and 4 
to walk in Newnels of Life; all which are hard Sayings ZI .. 
to them, and things which they cannot bear, nor by any re 


means ſubmit to. For this Reaſon they caſt God —— , 


A 


— — s 
— - g 4 


on the Death: of W 


„ F- behind them; refuſe and hat?to he re form'd; and will 


not chuſe the Fear of the Lord. That is the beſt Scheme 
in Religion with them, which, allows of and countenances, 
Sin, and gives Men leave to gratify their carnal and 
fen phil Appetites; and becauſe. the Chriſtian Religion 
forbids theſe things, and requires them to deny all Un- 
goadlineſs and Worldly Luft, and to. live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent World, Tit. 13, 11, 12. there- 
fore they look upon it as Band, and Fetters, and as 4 
burdenſome Yoke, Pſal. ii. 3. Which they kick againſt, 
and caſt away from them. And becauſe there are ſome 
Remains of Sin in the beſt of Chriſtians, (for their 
Sanctification here is but imperfect) the Commands of 
their Redeemer and Lord are in ſome meaſure as a 
Yoke to them. So far indeed as Grace and Piety pte: 
vails in the Heart, the Yoke, of | Chriſt is eaſy, and, his 
Burden is light; and his. Command ments are not griez 
wns, I John v. 3. There is in ſuch Perſons an in ward De- 
light in the Law hof God, and in doing of his Will; 
and it muſt be thus, becauſe: his Lam is written in their 
Hearts, Pſal xl. 8. But becauſe chere is Kl a Body of 
Sin and Death hanging about them, this Yoke. ſome- 
times fits very uneaſy upon them, and they find/it diffi- 
cult to —_— their Duty. Sometimes there is only a 
Will left, and hardly that, to judge of the Goodneſs of 
their State for another World for hom to perform. te 

find not, as St. Paul ſaid of himſelf, Nom. vii. 18. He 
that is a ſincere Chriſtian, would be holy, as be that has 
called him is holy: He would have a becoming KReſpect to 
all God's Commands, Pſal. cxix .. and ſtand compleat in all 
the Will of his heavenly Father. But he finds ſomething 
within that oppoſes and pulls him back; ſo that when he 
would do good, Evil is preſent. with him, Rom. vii. 21. 
to hinder and moleſt him. This makes him walk, hea- 
vily in the Ways of his God, and fills his Mouth 
with Complaints; as, O mretched Man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death ? 


Ver. 77 But, at! ak Rt. 

2. The Precepts of God and Chrilt may be 
call'd a Yoke upon their own account, or with reſpect 
to their own Nature; and that firſt, Becauſe they ſtrictly 
require us to turn every en his Iniquities, 2 Mor- 
9 | 5: 83 | ti 'y 


ohn Jeffery. „ a 


3 
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: Nenn 

1890 KRW nn 
tify our Members which are upon the Earth; and not make 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, that wt ſhould fuliil it in the Lofts | 
thereof, Rom. vi. 12. They require us th deny all Un- 
godlineſs, and to abſtain” from all Apptarance of Evil, 
1 Theſſ. v. 22. and that upon the Penalty of Erernal Dm. 
nation. They tell us, that if we thro the Spirit do mortify 
the Deeds of the Body, we Pall live; but Ine live afted, 
the Fleſh, we ſhall die, Rom. viii. 13. And excepr'we © 
repent (they aſſure us) we muſt, and Pall per ich, Luk. xiiil 
5. And then,24ly,As they require us to mortify all Sin, and 
to watch and pray that me enter not into Temptation to com- 
mit it; fo they alſo require us to preis after Grace and or 
Holineſs, and to ſtudy and endeavour to grow therein, 
2 Pet. iii. 18. As they require us to cleanſe our ſelves to 
from alt Eilthineſs bot h of the Fleſh ad ef the Spirit, Su 
0 allo to perfect Folineſs in the Fear f God, 2 Cor, Pr 
vii. 1. and to ſtudy and exerciſe Piety or Godlines 
throughout the whole Courſe of our Lives : To all theſe 
things we are oblig'd, and ſtrictly tied by the Precepts 
of the Chriſtian Religion; ſd that with reſpect to theſe 
Obligations upon us, to ceaſe from doing of Evil, and 

to learn and prattiſe that which 5s good, Iſaiah i. 16, 1 
they may be call'd' a Yoke: And this Yoke; notwirth: 
ſtanding all this, we ſhould - all deſire to come under, 
or be ſüͤbject to; becauſe" tis good, and that betimes, 
to bear this Yoke; as you'll hear by and by. But 
24ly, By Yoke here is alſo, and indeed principally, | 
meant (as I faid above) the Rod of God, or tho 
Afflictions and Tryals we are expos'd to, and may meet 
with in this World for, and from him. Theſe are call/d 
a Yoke, I have (ſays God) broken the Bands of your NY 
Toke, and made you go upright, Levit. xXxvi. 13. By this obe 

is meant their Detiverttcs from their great and fore At- 

flictions in Egypt, which is call d, Exod, xx. 2: De 
Houſe of Bondage. This heavy Yoke of Afflictions the 

Jems were now under, (when the Prophet wrote this 
Book) for they were carried away Captive into Babylon. 

- This is call'd a Yoke, Jer. xxvii. 12. And God promis'd 
to break this Toke from off their Necks, which now lay 
heavy upon them, Fer. xxx. 8, and according to the time 
he ſet to do it in, it was done for them. Now, Afflictions 
| may be-call'd-a Yoke, becauſe in their own Nature they 
| A | * are 
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are very troubleſome aud afflicting accord ing to the 
Degree of them. They are not jsious, but grievous to Na- 
ture; not eaſy, but hard to be borne or endured, Heb. xii, 
11. But notwithſtanding this, it is good alſo for a Man, 
and that in his Youth, to bear this Yoke, as you ſhall hear 
reſently. But thus much ſhall ſuffice to ſhew you what 
— meant by Yoke, viz. the Word, and the Rod 
of God; but the latter chiefly. I ſhall now proceed 


Aal, To ſhew you, What it is to bear this Yoke 
or, what is the Meaning of this Phraſe. And 
1. Underſtanding. this Yoke: to intend God's Word, 
to bear it, ſignifies a ready, ſincere, and chearful 
Subjection and Obedience to the holy and reaſonable 
Precepts of it. This is calbd by our Saviour a taking 
4 his Toke upon us, Matth. xi. 29. By which is meant an 

bedience and Conformity to the Precepts and Rules 
of his Holy Religion, both in Heart and Liſe, - So that 
to bear this Yoke in one's Yonth, is betimes to become 
religious; to caſt off Sin and Vice, and to live and act 
as the Ward of God dire&s. This elſewhere is -call'd, 
@ ſeeking of Chriſt early; and ſuch he promiſes to lore, 
and to be found of: 7 love them that love me, am 
thoſe who ſeek me early ſhall find me, Prov. iii. 17, 5 
alſo call'd, a remembring of God in the Days of our Yout 
Ecclef. xii, 1, devoting our ſelves to his Fear and Ser- 
vice, and making the glorifying of his Name the go- 
verning Principle of our Lives and Actions. , This in 
general is to bear the Voke of Gad's Word in our Youth; 


Þ to order our Lives and Actions by its Rules, and to be 


obedient to the Precepts of it from right Principles to a 
right End. But fr Olle 2 | HIVG e 
2aly, As by this Yoke is meant Afflictions and Tryals, 
pither for, or from God; ſo, to bear it may ſignify theſe 
wo Things. As 1. A juſtifying of God as righteous in 
dutting it at any time upon us, becauſe we have ſinned 
gainſt him. And 2, A patient ſubwitting to his Will 
or the taking of it off, both as to Manner and Time. 
This is our Duty; and it is good that we thus bear it. 
don't look upon this Term Bear in the Text, only to 
gnify God's laying the Rod upon us, or bring- 
ng us under this and on other Affliction, 2 
k D 2 6 — y ut 
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is 4 Hues Sms wn 
| but alſo to be expreſſive of our Duty at ſuch a time; 
Tho this Phraſe ſignifies God's merciful and kind deal! 
ing with ſome in their Youth, humbling of them by - 
the Rod, and bringing of them to themſelves; and-to 
himſelf; yet it may alſo ſignify Duty, viz. humbly to 
- ſabmit to God's Will under every Affliction, to juſtify 
him as righteous in all his Dealings with us here, and | 
patiently to wait his time and pleaſure for Deliverance 7 
from all our Troubles. But I ſhall not inſiſt upon this 
now, but only treat (in its proper place) of the Good wW 
of ſuffering Affliction, and that in our Youth, when th 
God ſhall pleaſe to exerciſe us thereby, I ſhall there- 41 


fore proceed, | v 
thy 
zaly, To ſhew you, How it is good for a Man, and . h. 
that betimes, even in his Youth, to behr the Yoke. ' be 


And firſt, as this Yoke fignifies God's Will reveal'd as 
in his Word, fo, it is good to bear it in Youth, may ſig- be 
nify to us theſe two or three things. (1.) That to be e 

religious, and that betimes, is what becomes us, and H 
is our Duty. (2.) It is Profitable. And, (3.) It is 
Honourable, In all theſe reſpects it is good to bear the b. 
Yoke of God's Word in Youth, or to be religious betimes. W 25 

Firſt then, it is good to bear this Yoke in our Youth ; WW #t 
that is, it is our Duty ſo to do. God requires us in his fo 
Word, to be obedient to his Will, and the time 1 0. 
for this is as mach a Command, and fo our Duty to it 
.obſerve, as the thing itſelf. He that calls us to bear, MW 
or take this Yoke upon us, is the Great God; and he tl 

. doth not only require ns to own and ſubmit to his Au- E 
thority, in defiting and endeavouring to be obedient M t! 


to his Will; but he alſo commands us to do this be- h 
times : as he hath revealed to us our Daty in his Word, Ct 

ſo he hath fixed the time for the doing of it; and upon . 

this account neither can be neglected without being 0 
uilty of great Sin. Remember now thy Creator in the b 

, days of thy Youth, Eccleſ. 12. 1. is the Command of | © 


the Great God. In which Command you have the Time BY C 

ſet, as well as the Duty itſelf required. He that calls Ni 

upon us to love, fear, worſhip and honour him, (which P 

is meant by remembring of him) hath ſtated the Time 3. 

for the doing of it, and that is in the days of our ah * = 
| n 


And ſince the Time is requir'd as well as. the Duty it- 


1 ſelf, it is as much a Sin to let the time ſlip as to neglect 


the thing. I beſeech you, young Ones, to conſider, 
that it is not left to your Choice or Liberty, as to Time, 
when to be religious; for God, who hath requir'd this 
of you, hath ſet the Time, ſaying, Remember me nom 
in the days of your Youth ;, and Seek ye firſt the Kingdom 
7 God and his Righteouſneſs, Matth. 6. 3 3. firft in 

ime, as well as firft in Affection. He hath told you 
when you ſhould begin to be religious, and that is in 
the Morning of your Days. You muſt now (while you 
are young) deſire and ſtudy to know the Truth and 
Ways of God, and walk in them. The firſt part of 


your time he requires of you, and you cannot with- 


hold it from him without deſpiſing his Authority; 
becauſe (as was ſaid above) this is as much commanded 
as the Duty itſelf, It is therefore good for a Man to 
bear the Yoke in his Youth, or to love and fear God 
early, becauſe this is his Command who is exalted as 

Head above all. | | 8 2 
But, 2aly, This is good, as it is, and will be proſi ta- 
ble to us. St. Paul tells us, 1 Tim. 4. 8. that Godlineſs 
is great Gain; and is profitable unto all things, having 
the promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. God requires nothing of us but what is for 


.our Profit and Advantage. He might (as one expreſſes 
it) by his Sovereignty have impoſed what Commands 


he pteaſed upon us; but ſach is his Goodneſs and Love, 
that in what he requires he hath a regard to our Good: 


He is not, nor cannot be better'd thereby; for tho he 
that is good, may be, and is profitable to himſelf, yet 


he cannot be ſo to God, Fob 22. 2, 3, 4. But tho we 
cannot advantage him by our Piety, yet he deſigns we 


ſhall be better'd thereby; and therefore it muſt be good 


for a Man to bear this Yoke in his Youth. Some have 


been ſo wicked as to ſay, That it is in vain to ſerve 


God, and what Profit is it to us that we have kept his 


- Commandments ? Mal. 3. 14. But ſuch Perſons were 
never truly religious, and ſo were ſtrangers to the 


Profits of it. It may be ſaid of Religion as it is, Prov. 


3.1 13, 14, 15. that the Merchaudiſe of it js better 
tban the Merchandiſe of Silver, and the Gam thereof 


than 
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than fine Gold. Ir zr more precious than Rubies, rd al | 


the things you Can defire are nat ta be compared with. 
Whatever ſome thro-Ignorance nay think. 


Enemy to their preſent Advantage; 


Advantage, even here, as Religion does: It ſanctifies 
every Condition to us, and is of great ſervice in every 


Circumſtance of Life: It teaches and directs ſuch as 
ate rich, not to truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the Li- 


ving God, who gives t hem all things freely to enjoy, 1 Tim. 
6. 17. It makes outward Proſperity to promote and 
help forward the eternal Welfare of our Souls, by ap- 
plying what we enjoy here to ſerve the Honour of 
God, and the Wants of others, as well as our own, 


Tis Religion that teaches ſuch as are rich to abound in 
good Works, and to act like Chriſtians in ſuch a State; 


and ſuch as are poor, and in à mean ſtate, but are ſin- 
cerely religious, receive alſo great Profit thereby; for it 


teaches them to be contented with ſuch things as they have, ' 
x Tim. 6. 6- as being the Will of their heayenly Father, 


and to ſet their Hearts por the things which are above, 
Col. 3. 1, 2. where Chriſt their Redeemer and Lord is; 
which are of the higheſt Concernment to their Souls. 


In a word, Religion brings that Peace and Joy to the 


Soul which nothing elſe can do. The Precepts of it ſin- 
cerely and conſtantly obey d, are the rejoicing of the 
Heart, Pal. 19. 8. the Promiſes of it believed and me. 
ditated upon, fill the Soul with Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory, Rom. 15. 13, 1 Pet. 1. 8. The Joy that ariſes 
from other things, is weak and unfruitful, and the end 
thereof is Heawineſs, Prov. 14. 13. It is in its nature 
ſenſual and earthly, and at beſt it is but ſhort-liv'd ; for 


as ſtanding in the way of their Profit, and as being an 
. muſt tell au 
that there is nothing tends To much to. our Profit and 


the triumphing of the Wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the 


Hypocrite is but for a moment, Job 20. 5. But the Joy 


Religion brings is ſpiritual and heavenly, and it will 
endure for ever. It is the Strength of a Chriſtian here 


in running of his Chriſtian: Race, and it is the Begin - 
ning and Pledge of that eternal Joy which he is to en- 


ter into with Chriſt in Heaven. Thus Religion is and 
will be profitable to us both here and hereafter ; and fo 


_ 
- 


A oe 5 Honour, and Hife, Prov. 2214. 
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As this is + proftae, fo 05 hondurable. 3 
118 and the Fear I, the Lord (the wiſe Man tells _ 
at good Men are call'd Fefels f Aunvury. 1Theiſ 
14 The) 1115 Man's greateſt Honour to be truly Religions 
here; for by this means he is made, ta reſemble God in 
Holineſs, which is his Glory. Sin is his Deformity; 
nd ſo his Shame, ſor it þlars out the Image of God dd 
u, the azure Brightneſs of his Soul, and ſo tobs him 
of his o] Honour. Sin it a Reprnach t any Perſon, 
Prov, 14. 32. but Religion doth and will :brightly hos 
nur dim that embraceth it:; it brings him/to and: poſs 
fefles him of the trueſt and beſt Honour. Such Per 
as ue fincerely religious, are call d che rellen or Mays 
nificeat in the 1 16 3. and God himſelf calls 
them his Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. Which (you Know) ate 
rare and Excellent! e There needs nothing elſe 
to make 4 Man truly honourable, than Religion in the 
Purity and Power of it: and indeed nothing elſe ca 
do ity CATER s. True Honour begins in Religion, an 
is encr abd maintained by it. A true Chriftian 
(ſays one) has two Crowns, the one preſent, and the 
other future. His preſent Crown is Godlineſs and Sin- 
cerity in Religion ; his future Crown is Glory, which 
is reſervd in Heaven for him. This recommends the 
Yoke. of Chriſt, and ſhould perſuade you who are 
young, as well as others, to take it upon you, and 
bear it in your Youth. | Religion is 4 princely thing, 
it will bring you to Honour. When you ſhall em- 
brace it, it will give to your Heads an Ornament of Grace, 
and a'Crown of Glory it ſball deliver to-you, Prov. 4. 8,91 
They are no e than Fools who negle& and de- 
ſpiſe Religion, for they know not what true Honour 
is, nor the way to it. What they reckon their Hos 
nour, is their Shame, Phil. 3. 19. and (unleſs rich Grace 
prevents) it will be their —— Ruin, Jam. 1. 15. Can 


—— 


8 


ſcience, ſeparates him from. God, (the only Happineſs 
of rg Dans) and will (if continu di in dee hi 
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that be an Honour to a Man which defiles his Cond 
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than fine Gold. It is more precious than Rubies, aud al 

the things you Can defire are nat ta be 74 707 with u. 
Whatever ſome thro Ignorance may think of Religion, 
as ſtanding in the way of their Profit,” and as being an 
Enemy to their preſent Advantage, 1 muſt tell-you, , 
that there is nothing tends ſo much to our Profit and 
Advantage, even here, as Religion does: It ſanctifies 
every Condition to us, and is of great ſervice in every 


_ Circumſtance of Life: It teaches and directs ſuch: as 


are rich, not to truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the Li- 
ving God, who gives them all things freely to enjoy, 1Tim. 
6. 17. It makes outward Proſperity to promote and 
help forward the eternal Welfare of our Souls, by ap- 
plying what we enjoy here to ſerve the Honour of 
God, and the Wants of others, as well as our own. 
Tis Religion that teaches ſuch as are rich to abound in 
good Works, and to act like Chriſtians in ſuch a State; 
and ſuch as are poor, and in a mean ſtate, but are ſin- 
cerely religious, receive alſo great Profit thereby; for it 
teaches them to be contented with ſuch things as they haue, 
x Tim. 6. 6- as being the Will of their heayenly Father, 
and to ſer their Hearts por the things which are above, 
Col. 3.1,2, where Chriſt their Redeemer and Lord is; 
which are of the higheſt Concernment to their Souls. 
In a word, Religion brings that Peace and Joy to the 
Soul which nothing elſe can do. The Precepts of it ſin- 


Heart, Pal. 19. 8.' the Promiſes of it believed and me- 
ditated upon, fill the Soul with Joy unſpeakable aud full of 
Glory, Rom. 15. 13, 1 Pet. 1. 8. The Joy that ariſes 
from other things, is weak and unfruitful, and the end 
thereof is Heavineſs, Prov. 14. 13. It is in its nature 
ſenſual and earthly, and at beſt it is but ſhort-liv'd ; for 
the triumphing of the Wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the 
Hypocrite is but for a moment, Job 20. 5. But the Joy 
Religion brings is ſpiritual and heavenly, and it will 
endure for ever. It is the Strength of a Chriſtian here 
in running of his Chriſtian: Race, and it is the Begin- 

ning and Pledge of that eternal Joy which he is to en- 
ter into with Chriſt in Heaven. Thus Religion is and 
will be profitable to us both here and hereafter ; and fo 


at 


bn the Death-of Mr. John Jeffery. 2 

Mit is good that a Man bear this Loke in his Vouth. 
o ö r nee bil bee den 

* ly, As this is profitable, ſo it is honqurable. 5 39 

1 Humility and the Fear of the Lord (the wiſe Man tells us) 

are Riches, Honour, and Life, Prov; 22:4. Upon this 

account good Men are call'd Feſſels f Hunbur, 1 Theſſ. 

44. Tis Man's greateſt Honour to be truly Religions 

here; for by this means he is made to reſemble God in 

Holineſs, which is his Glory. Sin is his Deformity; 

and ſo his Shame, ſor it blots out the Image of God in 

Man, the azure Brightneſs of his Soul, and ſo robs him 

of his own Honour. Sin 45: 4 Repraach ta any Perſon, 

Prov. 14. 32. but Religion doth and will brightly hose 

nour him that embraceth it; it brings him to and poſs 

feſſes him of the trueſt and beſt Honour. Such Perſons 

as are-fincerely religious, are call'd the Excellent or Mag- 

nificeat in the Earth, Plal. 16 3. and God himſelf calls 

them his Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. which (you know) ate 

rare and excellent things. There needs nothing elſe 

to make à Man truly honourable, than Religion in the 

Purity and Power of it: and indeed nothing elſe can 

do it, but this. True Honour begins in Religion, and 

is encreaſed add maintained by it. A true Chriſtian 

(ſays one) has two Crowns, the one preſent, and the 

other future. His pteſent Crown is Godlineſs and Sin- 

cerity in Religion; his future Crown is Glory, which 

is reſerv'd in Heaven for him, This recommends 'the - 

Yoke of Chriſt, and ſhould perſuade you who are 

young, as well as others, to take it upon you, and 

bear it in your Youth. | Religion is 4 princely thing, 

it will bring you to Honour, When you ſhall em-. 

brace it, it will give to your Heads an Ornament of Grace, 

and a Crown of Glory it ſhall deliver to you, Prov.4. 8, 9. 

They are no better than Fools who negle& and de- | 

piſe Religion, for they know not what true Honour 4 

8, nor the way to it. What they reckon their Hos 

our, is their Shame, Phil. 3. 19. and (unleſs rich Grace 

prevents) it will be their utter Ruin, Jam. 1. 17. Can 

hat be an Honour to a Man which defiles his Cons 

ience, ſeparates him from God, (the only Happineſs 

ff rational Nature,) and will (if continu d in we + 
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tion'd here to advantage; but not to be tedious, L ſhall 
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Soul at laft ? This Sin does, and will do, Where tis 
allow'd of, and liv'd in: but he that is religious ſhall | 
be. honour'd' by God himſelf. | If am or hr a 
him will my Father honour, John 12. 26. And hriſt; his 
Head and Lord, at laſt will put great Honour upon. f 
him: when the wicked ſhall be caſt out with Shame . 
and everlaſting Contempt from the Preſence of God, 
with a Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire; then ſuch as F, 
have been truly religious, ſhall be honour'd by their 
glorious Redeemer with a Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the World, Matth. 25. 34. "Thus ſhall the Man be 
honour'd who bears rhe Yoke in his Youth, or is religious 
betimes. And therefore upon this account it is good fo 
to do, or to be. But thus much ſhall ſuffice to ſhew 
you in what reſpects it is good to bear the Yoke-of a 
ready, and chearful, and conſtant Obedience to che 
Commands of God, and our. great and glorious Re- 
deemer, Several other things might have been men- 
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proceed, 1 25 ol 1.10 28977 Raty 
In the ſecond. place, briefly to ſhew you, How it is 
good for a Man to bear the Yoke of Aflittion in his 
Put h. 8 . hh O deen 
This is a Paradox to the moſt of Men, and there are 
but few in the World that will grant it is good to be 
afflicted; yea the People of God themſelves find it very 
difficult to ſubſcribe to the truth of this, till the Af. 
fliction is over. 16114 "53 +969 
Io ſet this therefore in a clear light, I muſt deſire 
yon to obſerve, - That Afflictions are not good in them- 
ſelves, they being the Fruit of Sin, and part of the 
Curſe brought upon Man by the Breach of a Law that 
is holy, juſt, and good : they are evil in their own na- 
ture, and they are evil alſo in their tendency : but as 
they are order'd and directed by a wiſe and ' gracious 
God, fo they are good, and they. ſerve to good Purpo- 
ſes, and work to good Ends. By this means ſome have 
been converted from the Error of their ways; as Ma. 
naſſeh, who cauſed Iſrael to Sin, and filled the Streets of 
Jerafem with Blood, &c. He was bound with Fetters, 
and carried to Babylon: and when he was in Afton 
4 0 : . 15 


487088 before the S of tes [7 thars;. and g was en- 
created of Hun, and heard Jus 'Supplicetions, 4, hf o. 
Iii. 12, e Prodigal; Son allo was .conyerted 
{this way: When, he; was pinchd With 'Hugget,; þ 

ey of Jcame to himſelf ; terarn'd t his right Mind, and rg- 
d, ſolved to ariſe. and, go to bis Father's Houſe, Where 
3 chere was Bread enough and to ſpare, Lul. xv. 17, 18, 19. 
e od by the Rod has taught many, and open d they 

Ears to Diſcipline; and ſo. way has been made. fe 

his holy Word, to their effet al Converſion to:him- 
elf. In this reſpect it is. good, that is, it is profits- 
le for young Men to bear 4 e in their Youth; 
and O! what esche it t. 05 Rod thus ſancti- 
fizd, as to learn Righteouſnefs thereby, and. to be 
purged from Sin, and made a Parta ker of God's Holi- 
peſs ! Febr. xi, 10, 11. This is what we ſhould all 
leſire, FAD by Affliction Sin may be cured ag gd, 
and Holineß promoted both ia our Hearts and Lives. 
it is not indeed; pleaſant to bear this Yoke, Fon no N 
ickions is joyous, but grievous But ĩt is profitahle, and 


: 


* hat both to good and bad Men z, to bad Manz, to 
bis Brake them good; and to good Men, to male them 
** detter, to purge away their Drpls, and . exerciſe. and 


mprove their Graces, Thus Afflictions are good; hoth 
to Sinners and Saints; to the former, for their Con- 

iction and Converſion to God; and to the an 5 for 
heir Improvement in Grace ind Holineſs. 9e 
tenſe it is good for every Man to bear this Loke e 5 
a- his Vouth; for what can be of greater Profit and 
Advantage to them? Jt 3s good for me. ( lays Dee, 


= Pſal. cxix. 671) that I have been afflicted; for before 
= pas Micted I went: aſtray, but now. I have learn d to teep 


bis Statutes: and 'tis good (ſays he again, Ver. 71.) for 
e that I have been aftlifted ;, that is, it is very muct 


0U or my Profit and Advantage; for by. this means 1 am 
Poggeclaim'd from my former Wandrings, and become 
ave Wetter inſtructed to know God's Statutes. So here (in the 
ext before us) it 45 good ſor a Man to bear the Toke in 
2 Youth, i. e. tis for his Profit and great Advantage 
1 thro God's: Bleſſing) to be ſometimes under Afflicti- 
7 


„ss, by which his Heart betimes is humbled to the 
* "7 


ä he A wor - - * 
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Wil of God, and a Conformity to Him in Holinek 


they hope and quietly wait for God's Salvation, Ver. 26. 


ral Heads propos d. I ſhall now 


. A, 


Jo great a Mercy, Tis he that teaches to profit by 


" 


is promoted both in inis Heart and Life, Such Per- 1 
ſons wilt have cauſe to bleſs God thro the endleſs Ages 

of Eternity, who have had their Afflictions ſünctifed 
by him to theſe great and good Purpoſes. It may well F 
be Gid, Happy is the Man whom God corrects, Job v. 17 

firce by this means his Sins are purged away; and he 
is made 8 was faid above) a Partaker of his Holinels, 
But this Term Good alſo ſignifies Duty, (as I hinted be- vu 
fore) and fo it intimates to us, that tis honorable, | 
and what becomes us (even ſuch of us as are young) 
quietly and patiently to bear what Afffictions God 8 
pleas'd to lay upon us, to reſtrain our wanton Spirits, 
and to bring ns to the Knowledge and Obedience 9f 
his Will. So that in ſhort, you have here recommended 
to you the Duty of Perſons under Affliction, who would 
obtain Mercy at the Hand of God; and: their admiri-| 
ble Character, who are prepar'd for it under the Rod, 


They bear the Rod, becauſe *tis he that hath laid it. 
upon them; they ſit alone, and keep Silence, becauſe he 
hath borne it upon them, Ver. 28. And they put their 
Months in the Duſt, Yer. 2g. if ſo be there may be 
hope; that is, they humble themſelves, and ſubmit to 
the Will of God, and quietly hope for, and expect his 
merciful and kind Appearance for them, In this Senſe 
alſo it is good to bear this Yoke, and that in Youth"; 
betauſe 'tis honourable, and what becomes us, and is 
our Duty. D e e tdi 
Thus I have as briefly as I could, conſider'd the ſeve- 


Laftly, Apply what has been ſaid; and this J ſhall 
do by way of Exhortation and Advice to you all, but 
eſpecially to young Perſons. And | 2 2h 

I, With reſpect to the Yoke of Afflictions: There 
are two Things I wouid briefly exhort 'and adviſe you | 


I. Have any of you found it good, that is profita- 
ble and advantageons to you, to bear this Yoke, and. 
that in your Youth ? Be then thankful to God for , 


the 
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'Y on the Death. of: Mr. John Jeffery. 1g 
The Rod, as well as by the Word; and tlierefone-he 
Huſt have the, Praiſe and Glory af all the Good 
hich yon have :receiv'd thereby. He is. ſaid ta pen 
their Ears to Diſcipline, Job viii. 10. who are held ix 
me Cords of Affliction; and hath he in his Love 
one this for any of you? Hath he tam'd by this 
eans your proud and wanton Spirits, made you ſen- 
ble of your Sin and Miſery by Nature and Pr 
> nd inclin'd your Hearts to ſear, love, and ſerve him 
Dl give unto him the Glory due unto his Name for ſo 
et Favour. You might have been harden d by the 
Fryals you have met with; as tis {aid of King 4haz; 
\ Wd is true of many Thouſands beſides him, that he tranſ 
ed yet the more agoinf the Lord, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. 
t God hath open'd yaur Ears to Diſcipline, and ſanc- 
ed your Afflictions for the Good of your Souls. He 
h afflicted you for your Profit, to make you Parta : 
rs of his Holineſs; ſo that now you can ſay, it is good 
you that you have been afflicted. O! let this happy 
xperience ſtir up your Souls, and all that is within 
u, to bleſs his holy Name. But. 
2. Let me exhort you patiently to bear God's Rod 
zen it is laid upon you, and quietly to wait for his 
vation. In this Senſe (you have heard) it is good 
bear the Yoke, and that in Youth, - This is your 
ty, and what becomes you; and indeed, when yon 
ſider what you have delerv'd at God's Hand, even 
rnal Deſtruction, you'll ſee great Reaſon to be pa- 
at, and ſubmiſſive to him under the Rod here, and 
admire his Patience and Goodneſs, that you are ſtill 
t of Hell. You all by Sin deſerve eternal Damna- 
n; and all a living Man complain, Lam. iii. 39% 
o is yet out of Hell; and not be patient and quiet, 
en what he now ſuffers is not only what he deſerves 
Sin, but 'tis far leſs than his Iniquities deſerve 2 I 
zech you to conſider this, and beg of God this Tens» 
of Mind, quietly to ſubmit to his Will under the 
"7 Wke of Affliction, when-ever he Thall pleaſe to put it 
n you, and alſo to ſanctify it to you every way. for 
Profit of your Souls. But. 
Ay, With reſpe& to the Yoke of Obedience, and 
jection to the Precepts 8 God, and the Commands of 
p 2 our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I Would exhort'and adyiſe yo I 4 
to theſe following things. And, 77914 CIS 4Y LI) I. tet : C 
it, Examine whether you have as yet taken this it 
Folke upon you: Is it good for a Man to bear this Tokegil] 
and that in his Huth then the queſtion is, What ie te 
are you under? Are you under that of Sin and Sa- n 
tan, or under that of Chriſt? And is it profitable and p- 
honourable to be his Subjects, and under his Princely 
Government? then enquire diligently how eit is with tl 
you; and I entreat you to be ſer ious and in good-ear-M te 


neſt in this matter, which highly concerns your Souls 
To de deceived here, is a thing of dangerous Conſe} 
guence. Be willing therefore to come to the Touch. 
one in this buſineſs, that you may not be miſtaken, 

and go down to Hell with a. Lye in your Right - Hand! 


| Now if you ask, how you may know whether! you 

j are under this Yoke ; I anſwer,” you may know it W] + 
ee 59.39% OK Nusa £11 TOY-2% ar 
(I.) By your dying to Sin. And. r) 
| . By your living to GW. D 
| oth theſe are the natural and proper Effects of tru 


| Subjection to Chriſt; and by them you may make 
| judgtnenr of your ſelves, - how it is at preſent wit 

reino eren ö. ne int 8 £13 99 
FAT hen, you may know this by your dying to 8 
Where this Yoke. is once put on, the Yoke of Sin 
daily putting off. Such Pekſons are now out of lot 
with Sin, as that which is hateful to God, as well 
injurious to themſelves. They now | confeſs their Si 
to God with a broken Heart and contrite Spirit, 3 
watch and pray againſt it, as that which is an Abon 
nation to him. They pray ant it as David did 
Order my Steps in thy Word, and let not any Iniguity ha 
dominion over me, Plal, 119. 133. Sin is the greatt 
Trouble and Burden in the World; and there is n 
thing they more heaftily wiſh for, than to be fre 
from all Sin. The love they have to God and Chr 
cauſes them to hate Sin; and the ſtronger” this Gn 
is, the greater is their hatred to it: and from t 
Principle they deſire and endeayour to mortify it, al 
caſt it off. They now would do nothing to off 
their God more, but deſire to be kept from every! 
20 + quit 


2 Ly 


bn the Deathof Nit. John Jeffery, r 


ity; © This ie de genaine Effect of coming under 
n Chriſt's Yoke, vis, to hate all Sin, and die daily; to 
lis Ir; and by this you may make a judgment of youre 


teal] felves as to this matter. Well then, what can you ſay 
he to this? Do you hate all that you know to be Sin 
Ja- mourn under the ſenſe of it as an heavy Burden, an 


nd pray againſt it, as that which is an Abomiaation to the 
ly rd? Do you watch and ſtrive againſt it, and uſe / 


ith thoſe Means Which God hath appointed in his Word 
ar-M to keep you from it? Is the Bent and Reſolution of 
vis: - your Souls againſt it'? and have you reſolv'd (thro the 
\fs, Help of God) that yon will never be at peace with 
Sin, nor live to the Lofts of the Fleſh any more, as 
you have done? If it be thus with you, then you 
are under the Yoke of Chriſt, and ſo are in a happy 
Condition. But, n A 
( 2.) You may know this alſo by your living to God, 
and making it your -greateſt Care to advance his Glo- a 
ry in the World. Where this Yoke is put on, it is the 
Deſire and Buſineſs of ſuch Perſons to live to God, and 
honour him. They delight to do his Will, becauſe hit 
Law is written in their Hearts, Pſal. 40. 8. The Prin- 
ciple of Grace within, makes Obedience to Chriſt a 
delight; and this Delight and Joy in Obedience to him 
proves the truth of this Principle. There are many 
profeſs Subjection to Chriſt in Word, but they deny 
5 in their Works: they call him Lord, Lord, but do 
not the things which he ſays, Luke 6. 46. But it is not 
thus where the Yoke of Chriſt is put on in truth 
they deſire and endeavour to live to him, and do his 
Will. For me (ſays St. Paul) to live is Chriſt, Phil. 1.21. 
Holineſs is the Buſineſs of the Spiritual Life in.us, and 
Obedience is the Operation of this Life, according to 
the degree of it; and by this you may know whether 
you are come under Chriſt's Yoke, or not. Well then, 
what can you ſay to this alſo? Do you now live unto 
God? Is it your Defire and Care to do what you 
know. to be his Will? and is it your delight ſo to do? 
Would you ſerve and obey God better, and bring 
more Glory to his great Name? And is it your Trou- 
ble: that you cannot? Holineſs is the conformity of 
our Minds to the Nature of God, and Obedience is 
T, 3 5 Our 
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our conformity to his Will rev 


. 


1 - . L 


Grace, and 
under Chriſt's Yoke. - But, 


Aly, Such of you as are under this Yohe, let me cal! 
upon yon to be thankful ſor that. Grace which hath | 
brought you under it. I doubt not but here are many, 


th old >ad young, who are truly religious. I be- 
ech you to call to mind how you came to be 


member this is the Lord's doing, and it ſbould be mar- 
vellous in your Eyes. O! bleſs the Lord, who has pet: 


ſuaded and -overpower'd your Hearts by his Grace to 


cloſe with Chriſt, and come under his Government; 
and ſtudy to wall worthy f him unto all welkgleafing, 


Cal. 1. 10. Twas he that made you willing in the 


Day of his Power to leave your Sins, and to ſeek after 
him, and worſhip: him in the Beauty of Holineſs, 


Think of this, you young Ones, as well as others Who 


are converted; and let that God be praiſed by yon 
Who hath call d you out of the World, and by che 
early Seeds of Grace and Holineſs, is preparing you 
for a Harveſt of Bleſſings here, and a glorious Rewar 


= 


in the next World. But, 


34h, Is it good for 4 Man to bear this Toke, and 
that n his Vuth; then let me exhort and adviſe you - 
(who may not yet be under it) to take it uponyou. 1 


ſhould be glad there were none here but what were un- 
der it; but is there not reaſon to fear there are ſome 
who are ſtrangers to it? Suffer me to adviſe you, 
and prevail with you this Day, to come under Chriſt's 
Toke, This is no other than the Call of Chriſt in his 
Word, and I. hope you will not turn a deaf Ear to 
him. He ſays to you, Tale Yoke upon yon, and 
tearn' of me, Mat. 11. 29. this is his Advice and Coun- 
ſel, who came to ſeek and to ſave ſuch as were loft, as 


27 are by Sin, O! hearken to his ſweet Voice this 


ay, and harden not your Hearts, and ye Hall find reſt 


L 


eal d in his Word; and 
if your Obedience be free, ſincere, and conſtant, ftom 
Licht. uc to a right End, tis a certain Sign "* | 
iety, in the Heart, and fo of your. being 


| ſo, and 
be thankful. Time was when you were Servants of 
Sin, and other Lords had dominion over you. You 
were Slaves to your Luſts, and led Captive hy Satan at 
his pleaſure: but now tis otherwiſe with you. Re- 
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on the Drath of Mp. John: Jeffery. _ Ws 
to your Souls, Nom tb perfuide you 9 | 
JF whit-I- bat now fad, I defire you to-confider* theſt 
> four, Things. ** 1 Eren 1 * 7 2 1 45 197 
1. That tis but reaſonable you ſhould fear, and love, 
and worſhip, and hoſfour the great God, hom yo 
live and move, and have your Beings: Von are not 
our own, but his, for tis he that hath made: you t 
And all the Mercies you have had, and do now en joy, 
are from him. And ſince it is thus, is it not reaſonable 
5 5 ye) that he ſhould have Homage and Service 
rom you, and that you, ſhould devote your ſelves to 
his Fear and Honour 7 St. Pant exhorting the Nou 
(as 1 am you this day) to preſent their Radios und Son 
a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable umo God; he adds, 
this is your 227 — xii. 11 What God 
has requir'd of you, is not unſuitable to your Reafon 
and you are under the higheſt Obligations to perform it 
He is your Creator, and the Giver of all xour Mercies 
and he hath (which you ſhould ſeriouſly think _ 
ſent his only begotten Son to die ſor ſuch Sinners as Yor 
are; all which: make it highly reaſonable; and #6 
ſhould prevail with you to take his Yoke: upon yd. 
But, | ITO) un MURINE BIA 2:0 een 
2. Conſider that this will be every way © for yore 
Advantage. /t wt” (ſays the Prophet in the Text 9 
that is, it is profitable and advantageous for a Man 
o bear the Toke in his Youth, If you are poor anch ig- 
oble, this will enrich you, and raiſe you to the higheft 
nd beſt Honour; and if you have few or no Friends, 
od and Chriſt will be your Friends, who are the beſt 
pf Friends. And moreover, by this youll prove your 
Nelation to Chriſt: as his Brethren and Siſters: For be 
ells you, that he that doerb the HI f hu Father, thi 
ame 4s hit Brother, Sifter, and Mother; Matth. Kii 
o. By this alſo you ll be valifieds for Glory ar luft, 
nd be poſſeſſed of it;; for htiſt is che Marler df eben. 
al Kal uat ion to dl them "that obey bim, Hebr/ v. 
Think frequently on theſe Things; and O1 that t | 
night prevail with you to come under Chriſt's Tol 
ut. 1 Abbate HY ed rr ee 
F 9 ein 10 In ns C4, ele les uu 


3. Conſider 
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to bear Chriſt's: Yoke in your Vouth. The wiſe Man 


Tofiah, Samuel, Obadiah, and ;Timpthy's: Honour, that 


Enemies to him, and his Religion? Can your Hearts 
endure, and your Hands be made ſtrong in that Day, 


. o 

= 

* * 
* 2. 


3. Conſider that tis beautiſul: and comely for you 


tells us, that every thing is beautiful in its Seaſon, Eccleſ. 
ni. 11m. And OI What a comely Thing is it to. ſee 
young ones coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſub- 
mitting to his Government! O! remember, young ones, 
that tis for your great Honour to be religious betimes 
Sin is your Reproach and Shame; but hy Humility and 
the Fear of the Lord, are both Honour and. Life, as was 
ſaid above. Iis recorded in the Holy Scriptures, for 


they were religious betimes, fearing the Lord from 
their Louth 1 this be your Deſire and 
Care, and God himſelf will honour you. But, 
4. Conlider: that you muſt come under this Yoke; or 

eriſh for ever: If you are not religious here, you muſt | 
Pe for ever miſerable hereafter. He that lives after the 
Heß, you read, Hall die, Rom. viii. 13. And, without 
Holineſs no Man ſhell: ſee the Lord, Hebr, xii. 14. This, 
remember, is the} ſtanding: Law :of Heaven, that you 
muſt leave your Sins, or die; repent and turn to God, 
or periſh for ever. Chriſt will come at laſt to tate 
Vengeance on them who know not God, and obey not his 
Geſpel : And what will you do then, if you are found 


when he ſhall deal with you? If not, then be wiſe, 
and flee from the Wrath to come. And to this, end, 
remember that there is but one Way to do this, and 
that is by cloſing in with Chriſt, and giving up your 
ſelves to an entire Subjection to his holy and pure 
Religion reveal'd in his Word, Conſider; theſe Thing 

and let them quicken you to ſeek after this Lord of 
Life, and make you all willing to become his Ser 
vants and Subjects. And here I would leave with yc 
two Things by way of Direction. 
And (1) See that your Subjection to Chriſt be 
hearty : He requires it, and remember he deſerve 
it. O! be ſincere and entire in your Subjection t 
im, who was hearty in ſhedding of his Blood: fol 
ſuch as you are. Any thing ſhort of this, is only t 
[ | 0 
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Ny 55, An nd Io With g 
"iſe , Who had-cgnlider'd,,, ays 4 e'no Pri ay 
7 "hin, D jd God; 'Pal,'cxi T9, 5 
any, who have Shy ied theyy hes long 7 k 

dure, have been deegiv'd 1 "Death hath" f fur 
m; and we know not 440 it ay 45 wi 15 2 
5 ſince we all deſire and e to de faved « Taſty! 


> ſhould now" give al 46. to Ae 106 
4 n 1781 ia 1 eee 1 0 Sr * wah 
ar and Trembling! Libeſeech yo! k en this ſe- 
boſſy, and let dotithe 97 al 5 01 your Souls! 
forgotten and neglected * your, Which God of Hig? 
finite Mercy grant they may Ae i N 

, 12 tilde » 1 5 
1 m now: done with What 1 propos d fron this 
; ext. But I have anther, Subject #0, | entertain you 


with 


26” Amann, 
with for a fer Minntes and that is, f, few Rega 
on our dear and well-be! ved Brother, Mr. b Fef 


by deceas c. „een n 
His Years here were not many, being bat 23 when he 


1 
— — — 4 
5 
| 
— — — — 
* 


” 


_—_Y 


| died. But theſe few Years comparatively were moſt of 

|| —. * e * 4 8000 Taupe So- 
„ riety, igion, and that in the principal Part 
| | | of by according, to the Meaſure of Light he had re. 

Fj; r eren e 
1 e had indeed the Advantage of a good and religi- 
| | | ous Sancte ious Example was ſet before hit, pl 
1 and good and wholeſome Inſtructions were given him, de 
| | according to the Degree of Knowledge his Parents a 
"mn had: and God bleſſed him with Wiſdom and Grace de 
| | to. improve them to his Glory, and his own Advag4/ 
11 tage. n nn ine „ e 
[| | He was an obedient Son to his aged Parents, and x . 
[| | a tender and loving Brother to his Brethren, 
11 and Siſters, Which he mainfain'd, and mani i 
a feſted to the Day of his Death. But his go6d: Be. 
|| havior and Love were not confin'd at home'3":foriren 
[|| they were. extended to all with whom he conversd.M.:, 
| | ae to them, who were of the MHouſfiold o 
| J ait 3 1+ og D | 14 3, ,4-4/ 4; 15368 
1 He had, imbib'd noble and generous Principles . 
il [| and look'd upon it to be his Duty to love thoſe he em 

1 differ d from him in Opinion, which he manifeſted tio 


| a free Converſation with them as he had Opportunity 
I and by a frequent worſhipping of God with then 
in their Aſſemblies, when he could not attend his owall 


| 
| 
is Place, by reaſon of the Diſtance of itt. aui 
| | He ſome Years ago gave up himſelf. to God, di 
* the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to his People, to Wah. 
| | with them in all the Ordinances of God, according kn 
| to his Will. And thus he did bear the Yoke . aid 
ll || Chriſt in his Youth : And this muſt be faid of Mi live 
| | ; that he was an Honour to the Profeſſion he mad r I. 
| of the Name of his Glorious Head. oſpe 
nie was alſo bleſſed. with a Publick Spirit: accord But 
| ing to, his Ability, he was always ready to do gocdſhif, 
1 The Intereſt of his glorious Lord lay near his Heart j (1.0 
| | ang dung 


* or the Death of Mr.-John Jeffery. 27 
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Nin mote it, he chearfully offer'd tö put his helping-hand 
to it. tie told me a few Weeks before his Sickneſs of 
which he died, (but not thinking then his End was ſo 
ear) That God having blefſed him in his Endeavours 
he year paſt, he was reſolved. to add to his Subſcrip- 
ion for the ſupport of the Miniſtry. . And he would 
Fe: Wpften enquire of me, whether a particular Affair (which 
„ "Wrvould be attended with ſome Charge) went forward; 
gi- Wor (ſaid he) © I am very deſirous it ſhould be accom- 
plith'd ;, and if what I have already offer d will not 
do, (which was generous for one in his Circum- 
ſtances) I am ready to add more, ſo it may but be 
done.“ I mention theſe things, to let you know how 
an- ear the Intereſt of Chriſt was to him, and how 
_ © *Meady he was in his place to advance it. * th 
duda 1 would further add, that by Reading and good Con- 
ation, (which were things he greatly delighted in) 
nv had attained to a conſiderable Stock of good and 
« D6-Wſe ful Knowledge in divine Things; and he was ſtill 
5 ſling after more, eſpecially of the heavenly State, 
to which (we have no reaſon at all to doubt) he is 
W enter d; and what he was ſo deſirous to have 
own of it here, is now made known to him there. 
He was ſerious and humble, free and pleaſant in his 
emper, and diligently religious in his whole Conver- 
tion. But now he is gone from us, and we are. de- 
ived of his Uſefulneſs, But our Loſs is his Gaia; 
r for him to live was Chriſt. > 2 IE 
MS Upon his Death-bed he diſcover'd a great Deſire to 
| quieſce in the ſovereign Pleaſure of his God, and to 
= diſpoſed of by him as he in his Wiſdom ſhould fee 
. He alſo intimated he was not afraid to die, for 
knew in whom he did believe. And as he was not 
aid of Death, ſo he needed not to have been aſham'd 
oo live, (if God had ſeen fit to have granted him lon» 
Er Lite) for his Converſation had been as becomes the 
oſpel of his glorious Redeemer. | 
pg * I ſhall now ſay no more of him, but addreſs my- 
1A 7 ' \ | 
4 (1.) To you who were the near Relations of this 


dung Perſon deceaſed. And here I would adviſe yon, 
D 2 1. Not 


and if any thing was mention'd to him that might pro- Y 
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25 TO M Funeral Vn wiv wh 
ee * 68 J l without Hope, foriyour 
RO e *bilt h. AMVou chat 
Ct e 25 125 10 Is D an SG alin 
'Boſom ; for t he Tar Hath” dealt gfacionfly wich hit, im 
O' envy Tae him is Ha nb Nane is now (With 
Chriſt, 0 would not be hete atzzin for ten thow 
and ſuch Worlds as this is. 4 40 eee $05 101 004 
2. Confider that God is 46 in hat ne has done; 
and it be of vou. t6 (Juſtify him as ſoch, andine 
charge him fooliſhly:” Death 910 not meet vont 80 
"and Brother! TORE Commiſſton from God z (ol that 
he died according to the Word or Will of ee 
See then that yon are mute under this“ Rod. 
ible of the Hand that has ſmftten „ba, büt beiden 
under it, vrithont murmuring, afid fy, Righteous a 
i Lord, in whit thou haft Ani 
3. Is yoor Son and Brother gone? 5 | ptepardlt to; 


ng 111 bio: which be has now: 2 — And 4 
that you are ſincere Believers in Chriſt, that ſo yo 
may die in him: for Bleſſed are the Dead that die 
the Lord; thiy'ref from their aber ay Lag Worl 
follow them, Rev. 14. 1. 1 07 

I would now,” © be 26011] envy" kf 
(24h) Renew my Exhortari6n and Advice to . 
ö Ones, and I earneſtly entreat you to Hearkemw! 
T You ſee the Young die as well as the 1 
1 en, 

I. That you flatter not yourſives' with the hopes 
long Life. Some die in their full Strength, Job 21. 
and ſo may you. Man at his beſt ejtare walls in 
Dain em, and is altogether Fanity. Boaſt not then you 
Jelves of 'ro-morrow, for you know not what 4 Day 
Hunz forth, Prov. 27, 1. | 

21. Conſider that yon have Souls ph miſt be ſav'd 
Ay to all Eternity, and ſo great Care ſhould 
taken to provide for their Welfare in time. 1' beſec 
you to pity and compaſſionate the {tate of your Sou 
Their caſe, by Sin, is wretched and deplorable ; t 
are expoſed to Wrath, which calls for your Pity 1 
_ Care; and remember, tis great Folly for a Man 


on the Death of Mr. John Jeffery. 0 
liberate whether he ſhall be ſaved or damned, or go 
Heaven or Hell when he dies. See then that you re- 
rd the Salvation of your Souls now, while you have 
\imMime and Opportunity, that you may not lament it 
withMhen it is too late, and ſay as it is Jer. 8. 20, The Har- 
17 paſt and the Summer is ended, but we are not 
ved, But, 

2, That it may not be thus with you, let me in the 
ird and laſt place, adviſe you to give up your ſelves to 

„od now, and make it your great and main Buſineſs 
as indeed it is) to ſerve, pleaſe, and honour him. 
emember you are not your own, but God's : your 
>uls and Bodies are his, for he made them both. See 
en that you remember God your Creator in the days of 
pur Youth. And becauſe you are not your own, there- 
re deſire and ſtudy to glorify him with your Bodies and 
Writs which are his, 1 Cor. 6. 20, The Fat, remember, 
the Lord's; and he under the Law required the Firft 


uits to be offer'd up to him. What is the Evange- 
ad eck Leſſon of this, but that you ſhould offer up your 
o 'yolE1ves to God in the Morning of your Days, and dedi- 
die Mate the firſt of your Time and Strength to him, who 


as an indiſputable right to them? He promiſes to 
2member the Kindneſs of your Youth, Jer. 9. 2. and he 
as aſſur'd you, that thoſe who ſeek him early ſhall find 
im, Prov, 8. 17. Remember him who is now gone, 
nd how early he was cut off by Death, and ſo may 
ou, for you have no more an aſſurance of your Lives 
an he had, He ſerv'd his God and Redeemer be- 
imes, and is now gone from hence to reign with them, 
et this be your Care and Practice, that this at laſt 
1ay be your Happineſs, O! turn not a deaf Ear to 
his Advice which has now been given you : and that 
you may not, conſider what is threaten'd, Prov. 29. 1. 
ith which I ſhall conclude ; He that being often re- 
proved, hardeneth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, 
and that without Remedy. | 
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